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Common Citation Document 



Brief reminder 

• Common Citation Document (CCD) was initially proposed by Trilateral Industry. 
 

• Trilateral Offices developed a first pilot and further refined it into a production version.    
 

• CCD offers consolidated access to citation data from Trilateral Offices combining a 
priority-based family of patent applications with the cited prior art for each family 
application. 
 

• CCD is based on published data or on data made publicly available by Patent 
Offices. 
 

• CCD involves the commitment of the Trilateral Offices to engage into the exchange 
of the relevant citation data. 
   

• CCD builds on the EPO's family system and has been developed and is hosted by 
the EPO. Developments took as much as possible comments from the industry and 
Trilateral Offices into account. 



Main functionalities introduced in this release 

• The CCD can be invoked with domestic application and publication 
number formats for most Trilateral applications after 2005 and also 
suggests possible matching applications. 
 

• CCD has a broader data coverage than the Trilateral Offices, including 
relevant citation data made available to EPO by any IPO. 
 

• Identifies equivalent citations in the citation view by citation grouping. 
 

• Supports an ergonomic double viewing. 
 

• Comprehensive User Guide and Online Help available. 
 



• CCD is available under: http://www.trilateral.net/ccd 





















Outlook 2012 

• The main task for 2012 is the optimization of the data exchanges and 
the associated data processing and loading. 
-  New USPTO pre-grant citation data will become online in Q1/Q2  
-  Rich citation data (including "PCT search report"-type passages, 

categories and claim information) will be tested as it becomes 
available  

 
• The CCD end user application and functionality will be continuously 

improved.  
 

• Two releases are planned in 2012 to fulfill requirements already 
collected, and to react to feedback from industry and Trilateral Offices 
after launching this version.  
 

• An extension on an IP5 level of this application is foreseen. This will 
increase the global relevance of this tool. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your attention! 

http://www.trilateral.net/ccd 

Kevin Douglas 

Principal Director Patent Grant Automation 

European Patent Office 

kdouglas@epo.org 
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